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THE  REVEREND  BERNARD  PAGE,  A.  M.; 

First  Episcopal  Minister  of  Wyoming,  A.  D.  1771. 

[Read  before  the  Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological  Society,  September  12, 

1884,  by  Sheldon  Reynolds,  Esq.] 

The  history  of  the  struggles  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Wyoming  has  preserved  in  more  or  less  detail  The  account 
of  the  several  ministers  of  the  gospel  who  succeeded  one 
another  in  the  infant  colony,  and  also  their  work  and  influ- 
ence in  relation  to  the  church,  and  the  important  events 
occurring  during  the  first  few  years  of  the  settlement.  The 
clergyman  was  always  an  important  man  in  the  community 
in  which  he  labored;  and  while  he  was  occupied  principally 
with  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  building  up 
of  the  church,  he  nevertheless  took  a prominent  part  in  the 
affairs  of  local  government  and  other  secular  concerns 
affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  settlement.  He  was  educa- 
ted, and  usually  bore  one  or  more  degrees  of  some  approved 
institution  of  learning ; he  was  a patron  of  schools  and  let- 
ters, and  brought  to  his  work  much  of  the  power  and 
discriminating  judgment  which  characterized  the  Puritan 
preacher  of  New  England.  His  opinions  were  sought  on 
important  subjects,  and  were  received  with  general  respect. 
There  is  a reason,  therefore,  why  local  historians  give  promi- 
nence in  their  writings  to  an  individual  who  bore  such  close 
relations  to  the  whole  people,  and  who  was  an  actor  in  all 
the  events  affecting  their  well  being. 

The  historians  of  Wyo'ming,  however,  seem  to  have  had 
no  record  of  the  Rev.  Bernard  Page,  as  they  nowhere  men- 
tion the  name  or  make  any  allusion  to  his  ministry.  I have 
been  able  to  learn  but  little  concerning  him,  even  after  much 
inquiry  and  search.  He  was  ordained  in  London  and 
assigned  to  the  Wyoming  parish  in  1772  ; he  was  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  however,  the  previous  year,  and  doubtless  was  the 
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first  minister  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Wyoming.  He 
seems  to  have  undertaken  the  mission  in  somewhat  the 
spirit  of  the  early  martyrs,  and  despite  the  warnings  and 
misgivings  of  his  friends.  His  position  was  very  different 
from,  and  far  more  trying  than  that  of  the  other  early  minis- 
ters ; they  came  in  response  to  a call  from  the  people,  and 
found  about  them  friends  whom  they  had  known  for  years ; 
he  came  as  a stranger,  uninvited,  with  no  one  to  receive  him, 
and  no  provision  made  for  his  support,  but  animated  never- 
theless, with  the  spirit  expressed  in  the  words  of  the  Master, 
“ Go  ye  and  preach  the  gospel.” 

The  field  of  labor  which  he  had  chosen,  though  large, 
must  have  seemed  to  him  very  unpromising ; the  people 
were  divided  into  two  parties  striving  for  the  possession  of 
the  land;  one  of  the  contending  parties  was  made  up  largely 
of  soldiers  of  fortune  who  came  in  the  interest  and  pay  of  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  the  land,  with  the  expectation  and 
desire  of  no  permanent  residence,  and  whose  hope  of 
reward  was  very  probably  confined  to  things  temporal. 
The  other  party  was  of  another  denomination,  and  looked 
upon  the  doctrines  sought  to  be  taught  as  unorthodox,  at 
least,  and  who  had  in  addition  a spiritual  guide  of  their  own 
choosing. 

Besides  these  discouragements  the  time  of  his  arrival  was 
inopportune ; the  Pennamite  war  had  been  waged  for  nearly 
three  years  with  much  bitterness,  resulting  in  great  destruc- 
tion of  property  and  considerable  bloodshed.  The  Yankees 
had  been  expelled  from  the  Valley  five  times,  and  as  many 
times  regained  possession  of  the  coveted  territory.  The 
value  of  the  lands  had  become  well  understood  by  both 
parties,  and  the  prize  at  stake  fully  appreciated.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  believing  that  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  was  about  to  espouse  their  cause, 
and  realizing  the  importance  of  an  effort  on  their  part  which 
should  in  its  effect  prove  final,  had  lately  sent  into  the  field 


REVEREND  BERNARD  PAGE,  A.  M. 


5 


a force  numbering  about  150  men  under  the  command  of 
an  experienced  soldier.  They  found  the  enemy  in  posses- 
sion of  Fort  Wyoming,  a block  house  which  had  then 
recently  been  constructed  by  the  Pennamites,  situated  on 
the  River  Commion  near  the  foot  of  Northampton  street, 
and  forthwith  began  a carefully  planned  siege.  Selecting 
four  positions  about  the  block  house ; one  a few  rods  west 
of  it,  also  on  the  River  Common,  another  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  a third  at  the  Redoubt,  and  the  fourth  on 
the  hill  further  toward  the  east,  they  conducted  the  invest- 
ment with  such  vigor  and  skill  that  all  communication 
between  the  garrison  and  the  Proprietary  Government  was 
effectually  cut  off,  and  the  several  well  equipped  expeditions 
sent  to  their  relief  failed  of  the  desired  result.  “ So  thorough 
was  the  investment,”  says  Miner,  “ and  so  closely  pressed, 
that  not  a man  could  venture  out  for  food,  fuel,  or  water, 
without  being  met  by  a volley  from  one  of  the  redoubts. 
The  garrison,  containing  nearly  a hundred  souls,  soon  felt 
the  pressure  of  actual  want,  * * * dread  of 

approaching  famine.”  The  siege  beginning  early  in  July  was 
continued  until  the  14th  day  of  August,  1771,  when,  re- 
duced to  the  verge  of  starvation,  and  despairing  of  all  hope 
of  succor,  the  garrison  surrendered,  thereby  leaving  the 
Yankees  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  place  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  Page,  arriving  upon  the  scene  at  such  a juncture, 
seven  days  before  the  capitulation,  was  confronted  with 
serious  obstacles,  and  subjected  to  much  inconvenience  in 
pursuing  his  labors.  His  request  to  be  allowed  to  preach 
to  the  people  in  the  Block  House  was  regarded  with  a 
natural,  though  unjust,  suspicion,  and  as  it  seems  was  not 
granted ; a doubt  concerning  the  integrity  of  his  purpose 
was  entertained  by  the  other  party  also. 

Two  of  the  following  letters  are  copies  in  the  handwriting 
of  Colonel  Butler.  Any  communication  with  the  besieged 
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must  necessarily  have  been  submitted  to  his  inspection^ 
hence  the  copies. 

The  first  letter  is  indorsed  “ Mr.  Page’s  letter  to  both  Par- 
ties.” 

August  y,  1771. 

Fellow  Sinners: 

I have  long  had  a hearty  desire  to  see  Wyoming ; not  for 
the  sake  of  the  land  there  but  for  the  souls’  health  that  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  same.  It  is  now  high  time  to  apply  for  a remedy  to 
cure  your  poor  wounded  souls  ;•  and  I have  an  errand  from  my  Lord 
and  Master  to  you  for  that  purpose.  My  weapons  of  war  I have  with 
me  and  with  which  I will,  by  God’s  leave,  fight  you,  are  these : the 
Girdle  of  Truth  about  my  loins,  the  Breast-plate  of  Righteousness  on. 
my  breast,  the  Shoes  of  Peace  on  my  feet,  the  Shield  of  Faith  in  its 
place,  the  Helmet  of  Deliverance  on  my  head,  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit 
in  my  hand,  the  Threshing  Instrument  in  my  mouth,  with  a perse- 
vering spirit,  and  to  these  my  Master  will  lend  me  his  arm,  wherewith 
I shall  be  able  to  fight  the  devil  that  reigns  powerfully  in  many  of 
your  souls,  and  to  quench  all  his  fiery  darts  ; and  if  I wound  pro- 
foundly I won’t  leave  you  to  perish  in  your  blood,  for  I have  the  Univer- 
sal Medicine  with  me,  called  the  Balm  of  Gilead,  which  my  Master  has 
ordered  me  to  apply  to  every  one,  without  respect  to  persons,  that  is 
wounded  by  the  above-named  instruments,  and  to  whomsoever  this 
is  applied  it  will  surely  heal.  Remember,  Noah  was  sent  to  warn  and 
to  heal  before  the  Deluge  ; Lot  to  Sodom'  and  Gomorrha  before  its 
distraction  ; and  Jonah  to  Nineveh,  to  save  the  same,  and  these  last 
immediately  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  in  throwing  down  the 
rebellious  arms  and  flying  to  Sovereign  Arms  for  protection,  and  they 
were  spared.  Now,  I am  come  in  the  strength  of  the  great  and  grand 
General  of  the  Armies  of  Israel  to  fight  with  the  Powers  of  Darkness 
for  your  poor  bruised  souls,  and  I trust  I shall,  by  the  help  of  this 
General,  be  able  to  present  many  of  you  to  King  Jesus  for  a free  and 
absolute  pardon;  but  if  you  are  determined  not  to  hear  my  voice,  my 
Master’s  orders  are  to  shake  off  the  dust  of  Wyoming  that  hangs  on 
my  feet  that  every  atom  thereof  may  be  a swift  witness  against  you  in 
the  great  day  of  Judgment  when  all  flesh  must  appear  before  him  and 
give  an  account  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

Men  and  Brethren : I believe  you  will  not  reject  my  voice,  but 
gladly  hear  it,  and  I heartily  wish  it  may  be  a savior  of  life  unto  eter- 
nal life  to  those  that  shall  hear  it.  I hear  that  the  Devil  is  making 
sport  with  many  of  your  poor  benighted  souls  and.  I fear  tfiat  the 
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impending  hand  of  the  Sword  of  the  Lord  will  shortly  strike  on  Wyom- 
ing if  ten  righteous  are  not  found  therein.  Therefore,  suffer  me,  my 
dear  souls,  to  expostulate  with  you  touching  your  souls  only,  for  I long 
for  the  salvation  of  the  same,  yea  my  soul  thirsteth  for  your  souls 
more  than  many  of  your  spirits  do  for  blood.  Some  persons  have 
advised  me  not  to  go  to  Wyoming,  saying,  “ perhaps  by  one  or  the 
other  party  you  may  be  killed.”  I replied,  “ if  they  be  so  brutish  as 
to  kill  me  for  my  errand  to  them  and  for  the  love  and  affections  I 
have  for  their  souls  I am  willing  to  die  in  my  Master’s  service,”  and 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  loving  and  merciful  Master, 
I am  come  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  Eternal  Salvation  to  swear- 
ers, cursers,  blasphemers,  and  drunkards,  yea,  and  to  murderers,  if 
any  such  here  be,  and  to  present  to  and  for  them  of  them  who  believe, 
my  Master  gracious  pardon  for  their  souls,  which,  that  all  that  stand  in 
need  of  the  same,  may  have,  are  the  prayers,  men  and  brethren, 
of  your  ready  and  willing  servant,  for  Christ  sake, 

B.  Page. 

P.  S. — I beg  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  secular  affairs,  and  to 
be  by  myself  until  matters  are  settled. 

To  the  Parties  who  contend  for  Wyoming. 


The  Mill,  Saturday,  August  ye  loth,  z///. 

Fellow  Sinners  : 

Mr.  Arrison  and  some  others  that  are  within  your  house  have  sat 
under  my  ministry  and  Mr.  Arrison  knows  me  and  my  hand-writing 
perfectly  well,  and  therefore  this  is  agreed  on  by  this  party  for  me  to 
preach  here  to-morrow  morning  and  without-side  of  your  house  in  the 
afternoon  with  two  witnesses  of  this  party ; but  you  must  and  I hope 
you  will  if  I preach  to  you,  assure  this  party  that  the  persons  that 
come  with  me  shall  in  this  case  be  in  no  more  danger  of  losing  their 
lives  by  you  or  any  of  your  party  than  myself,  nor  in  any  respect 
whatever  hurt.  I am  obliged  to  you  for  your  salute  yesterday  ; but 
not  for  the  ball  in  the  piece,  but  providentially  it  took  a tree  instead  of 
me  ; surely  both  parties  if  determined  for  war,  ought  to  have  a pros- 
pect-glass. I remain  your  ready  and  willing  servant  for  Christ  sake.. 

B.  Page. 

P.  S. — Herewith  you  receive  a letter  of  mine  directed  to  both  parties, 
or  a copy  of  the  same,  if  you  have  not  received  it. 

To  the  Leading  Persons  in  the  Block  House. 
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The  Mill,  Aug-.  /j>,  1771. 

Mr.  Butler  : 

You  know  that  I do  not  know  so  much  as  you  touching  the  other 
party,  for  I know  no  more  than  the  old  universal  reports  in  the 
Jerseys,  and  if  I were  on  the  verge  of  Eternity  and  sensible  of  it  I 
would,  if  required,  take  my  Sacrament  of  the  same.  I have  desired 
you  and  the  rest  of  your  party  already  to  consider  the  sin  of  keeping 
me  from  them,  as  I came  out  of  real  love  to  both  parties’  souls,  and  I 
desire  those  voices  that  let  and  hinder  me  to  read  the  54th  of  Isaiah 
and  the  last  verse. 

But  if  you  are  still  determined  to  hinder  me,  I am  nevertheless 
heartily  willing  to  preach  to  your  party,  whenever  it  is  convenient  ; as 
it  will  not  do  for  me  to  appoint  when  and  where,  lest  you  should  think 
I have  schemed  to  draw  you  forth  for  a Mark. 

I am  your  ready  and  willing  Serv’b 

for  Christ’s  sake, 

B.  Page. 

The  permission  which  had  been  given  him  to  preach  to 
those  in  the  Block  House  was  withdrawn  as  the  above  letter 
indicates.  The  following  confirms  the  fact.  It  is  a note 
from  the  officers  in  the  Block  House  addressed  to  Mr. 
Lazr®.  Stewart. 

Sir  : Our  people  being  all  desirous  of  hearing  the  gospel  preached 

would  have  been  glad  to  have  had  the  opportunity — as  that  is  denied, 
shall  be  ready  to  give  our  women  and  children  the  opportunity,  and 
beg  you’ll  keep  your  men  close  as  you  desire  the  same  of  ours — you’ll 
communicate  this  to  Mr.  Page.  ' We  are  as  usual, 

Asher  Clayton. 
Jos.  Morris, 

Jno.  Dick. 

The  fire  from  the  redoubts  upon  the  Block  House  was 
constant  from  30th  day  of  July  until  14th  day  of  August,  with 
the  exception  of  Sunday,  the  nth,  the  day  upon  which 
Mr.  Page  preached  to  the  besieging  party  and  desired  to 
preach  to  the  other  also.  The  suspension  of  active  hostilities 
on  the  I ith  was  doubtless  due  in  part  to  Mr.  Page’s  inter- 
vention. To  the  besieged  party  a minister  who  could  on 
the  one  hand  give  spiritual  consolation  and  advice,  and  on 
the  other  effect  a cessation  of  the  galling  and  continuous 
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fire  of  an  ever  vigilant  enemy,  was  one  whose  services  were 
greatly  to  be  desired ; and  we  can  readily  believe  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  Block  House  would  gladly  forego  the  privi- 
lege of  the  former  for  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
latter. 

“The  Mill,”  mentioned  in  the  letters,  was  situated  on  Mill 
Creek,  and  was  captured  by  the  Yankees  upon  their  ap- 
proach to  the  siege  of  the  Block  House.  Itjs^said  by 
Miner  that  the  first  mill  was  erected  in  1773;  there  is,  how- 
ever, no  doubt  that  there  was  a mill  at  the  place  mentioned  in 
1771.  The  Yankees  had  been  on  the  ground  for  nearly 
three  years  and  derived  their  subsistence  in  part  from  the 
crops  they  cultivated,  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  believed,  even: 
though  proof  was  wanting,  that  they  had  not  provided 
themselves  with  so  simple  and  necessary  establishment. 

Mr.  Page’s  name  appears  in  no  lists  of  settlers  nor  in  the 
evidence  produced  before  the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners 
on  titles  to  the  lands.  He  was  in  no  sense  a settler,  or 
claimant.  It  would  seem  that  the  threat  expressed  in  his 
first  letter  was  not  carried  into  execution,  for  although  he 
did  shake  the  dust  of  Wyoming  off  his  feet,  he  did  so  only 
temporarily.  After  leaving  Wyoming  he  set  out  for  Lon- 
don where  he  was  ordained  and  licensed  by  the  Lord  Bishop, 
August  24,  1772,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Wyoming  parish. 
He  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labors,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,  an  organization  chartered  in  England  in 
1701,  one  of  the  purposes  of  which  was  to  send  missiona- 
ries to  itinerate  and  make  personal  observation  in  the 
American  Colonies.  The  Wyoming  parish,  to  which  he  was 
assigned,  contained  an  extensive  territory,  and  much  of  his 
time  was  taken  up  in  the  discharge  of  his  mission  in  parts 
remote  from  Wilkes-Barre.  Fithian,  in  his  journal  (Histori- 
cal Register,  II.  106  ),  mentions  a Mr.  Page,  a church  clergy- 
man, as  having  been  on  the  West  Branch,  in  the  neighbor- 
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hood  of  Muncy,  during  the  month  of  June,  1775,  who  was 
doubtless  the  same  individual. 

Bolton,  in  his  History  of  West  Chester  county,  N.  Y., 
says  that  on  September  18,  1775,  the  vestry  (of  St.  Peter’s 
Church)  voted  “ to  set  on  foot  a subscription  towards  the 
support  of  the  Rev.  Bennet  Page  during  his  preaching  at 
St.  Peter’s  church  at  Peekskill.  This  individual  was  prob- 
ably the  Rev.  Bernard  Page,  A.  M.,  who  was  licensed  by 
the  Bishop  of  London,  * * and  appointed  to  Wyoming 

parish,  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  he  removed  to  this  Prov- 
ince. Mr.  Page  does  not  appear  to  have  oihciated  here 
very  long ; and  no  doubt  left  in  consequence  of  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  war.” 

Rev.  Dr.  William  Smith,  in  a letter  dated  Philadelphia, 
October  13,  1773,  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  says  of 
Mr.  Page: 

* * * “ It  is  with  sorrow  we  are  obliged  humbly  to  represent  to 

your  Lordship  that  our  church  has  lately  suffered  greatly  by  several 
unworthy  men,  who  by  the  recommendations  of  . those  who  were  not 
deserving  the  credit  they  have  received,  have  found  means  to  impose 
on  your  Lordship’s  goodness  and  have  got  into  Holy  Orders,  some  of 
whom  have  come  to  this  place  and  some  have  gone  to  Maryland  and 
Virginia. 

Mr.  Illing,  whom  your  Lordship  sent  out,  is  as  Dr.  Peters  repre- 
sents him,  a worthy  man,  but  Mr.  Page  is  every  way  the  reverse. 
The  people  in  general  who  subscribed  and  whose  subscriptions  he 
laid  before  your  Lordship,  believed  him  to  be  a Presbyterian,  and  are 
chiefly  of  that  persuasion.  He  never  meant  to  settle  among  them  but 
only  to  get  into  Orders.  He  knew  none  of  us  would  recommend 
him.  Nay,  he  knew  that  we  would  write  to  your  Lordship  against 
him,  if  we  had  known  of  his  intentions.  Despairing  ever  to  obtain 
recommendations  from  any  of  the  clergy  here,  as  his  conduct  has 
been  very  exceptionable  the  short  time  he  was  in  America,  he  applied, 
just  before  he  embarked,  for  Letters  from  Father  Harding,  a worthy 
Jesuit'  in  this  town,  to  the  Bishop  of  Canada,  with  a view  to  get 
ordained  by  him,  and  as  he  pretended  he  meant  afterwards  to  recant 
his  Errors  and  commence  Preaching  in  our  church.  Harding,  who 
was  always  on  good  terms  with  us,  discovered  his  Duplicity  and  want 
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of  Principle  and  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him.  He  then 
went  among  those  People  on  our  Frontiers,  whom  I have  mentioned. 
What  other  recommendations  he>  produced  to  your  Lordship  we  have 
not  heard.  He  never  went  near  the  people  on  Susquehannah,  but  on 
his  arrival  immediately  set  up  as  a separate  Preacher  in  New  York 
without  any  Regard  to  Order  or  the  Establishment  there.”  ( Life  of 
the  Rev.  Wm.  Smith,  D.  D.,  Vol.  I.  p.  84.) 

Bishop  Perry,  in  his  Collections,  referring  to  this  letter,, 
says  in  a note : “ The  Rev.  Bernard  Page,  Jicensed  to 

Wyoming  parish,  the  same  year  removed  to  Virginia.” 
Bishop  Meade,  in  his  Old  Churches,  Ministers,  and  Families 
of  Virginia,  refers  to  him  several  times.  Bishop  Meade  was 
once  Rector  of  the  historic  Christ.  Church,  of  Alexandria, 
Va.,  of  which  Rev.  Bryan  Fairfax,  8th  Lord  Fairfax,  was 
Rector  in  1780.  He  says,  “There  was  associated  with  Mr. 
Fairfax  the  Rev.  Mr.  Page,  who  afterwards  moved  to  Shep- 
herdstown,  and  of  whom  I have  heard  that  venerable  old 
lady,  Mrs.  Shepherd,  speak  in  the  highest  terms  as  an  evan- 
gelical man  of  the  School  of  Whitfield” — (L,  32).  In 
speaking  of  Lancaster  county  and  its  churches  he  says : “la 
1791  the  Rev.  David  Ball  appears  for  one  year  in  the  list  of 
our  clerical  delegates  * * He  was  followed  by  a Rev. 

Mr.  Leland  and  a Rev.  Mr.  Page,  each  for  a short  time” — 
(II.,  1 24).  Under  head  of  Norborne  parish,  Berkely  county : 
“In  the  year  1795  the  Rev.  Bernard  Page  was  minister;  of 
him  I have  often  heard  old  Mrs.  Shepherd  speak  as  one  of 
the  evangelical  school,  deeply  pious,  zealous,  and  far  beyond 
the  ministerial  standard  of  that  , day.  He  had  been  pre- 
viously an  assistant  minister  to  the  Rev.  Bryan  Fairfax  in 
Christ  church,  Alexandria.  From  Shepherdstown  he  went 
to  the  lower  part  of  Virginia,  but  soon  died  from  the  effects 
of  the  climate.  Mr.  Page  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Heath  who  was  minister  in  1800,  and  died  in  the  parish” — 
(II.,  297). 

The  Rev.  Randolph  McKim,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  Christ 
church,  1867-1875,  who,  in  his  Centennial  sermon,  carefully 
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preserves  so  many  early  events  and  traditions  of  this  vener- 
able parish,  in  speaking  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax,  says : “Nothing 
has  come  down  to  us  concerning  his  preaching ; but  that  his 
sentiments  were  evangelical  is  evinced  by  his  selecting  such 
a man  as  Rev.  Bernard  Page  to  be  his  assistant.” 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Rev.  H.  Suter,  D.  D.,  of 
Alexandria,  Va.,  present  Rector  of  Christ  church,  I am 
enabled  to  give  the  following  extract  from  the  church  rec- 
ords relating  to  Mr.  Page.  It  is  dated  October  i,  1792,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fairfax  being  Rector:  “Resolved,  that  as  it  is 
agreeable  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Davis,  Minister  of 
the  parish,  the  Vestry  Grants  leave  to  the  Reverned  Mr. 
Bernard  Page  to  preach  at  the  two  Churches  in  Fairfax  par- 
ish on  any  Day  when  they  are  not  occupied  by  the  Minister 
himself  And  that  such  Subscriptions  as  the  people  Choose 
to  make  the  Rev’^  Bernard  Page,  the  Vestry  disclaims  any 
authority  in  Collecting  or  applying.”  Mr.  Page  was  assist- 
ant while  General  Washington  was  a pew  holder  and  an 
attendant  in  the  services  of  this  church. 

Much  confusion  arises  regarding  the  movements  of  Mr. 
Page  after  his  return  from  London,  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
reconcile  the  conflicting  statements.  Dr.  Smith  insists  that 
he  never  went  to  Wyoming  after  his  return,  but  that  he  re- 
mained in  New  York.  As  his  letter  bears  date  1773,  a few 
months  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Page  in  America,  it  is  prob- 
ably true  he  did  preach  a short  time  in  New  York  before 
setting  out  to  the  parish  to  which  he  had  been  assigned ; 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  he  afterwards  repaired  to  Wyo- 
ming, as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fithian  met  him  in  that  region  in 
June  1775.  From  there  he  went  to  Peekskill  where  he 
preached  at  St.  Peter’s  church,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Virginia  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  his  chosen 
work. 

Concerning  the  evangelical  character  of  Mr.  Page,  the 
opinions  of  his  contemporaries  widely  differ.  Dr.  Smith’s 
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estimate  as  expressed  in  his  letter  is  very  positive,  not  to 
say  bitter,  and  must  have  caused  the  Lord  Bishop  some 
misgivings.  On  the  other  hand  the  testimony  recorded  by 
Bishop  Meade  shows  his  character  in  quite  another  light : 
“ deeply  pious,  zealous,  and  far  beyond  the  ministerial  stan- 
dard of  that  day.”  The  letters  of  Mr.  Page  to  the  “ Parties 
who  contend  for  Wyoming  ” may  in  fairness  be  cited  in  cor- 
roboration of  the  latter  opinion.  No  one  can  question  the 
zeal  of  a man  who  should  undertake  the  mission  with 
which  Mr.  Page  had  charged  himself,  knowing  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  position,  and  the  many  hardships  and  dangers 
certain  to  beset  his  way ; nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt 
the  integrity  of  his  purpose  or  the  pious  benevolence  of  his 
intentions.  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  relations  of  both 
Mr.  Page  and  Dr.  Smith  to  Wyoming  were  quite  intimate 
though  of  somqwhat  different  nature.  Mr.  Page  says  : ‘‘  I 
am  come  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  eternal  salvation 
* * I desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  your  secular 

affairs.”  Dr.  Smith’s  purpose,  to  use  the  words  of  his  letter 
as  applied  to  Mr.  Page,  was  “every  way  the  reverse.”  Dr.„ 
Smith  acquired  the  Pennsylvania  title  to  numerous  tracts  of 
land  in  the  Seventeen  Townships  which  he  continued  to 
hold  and  defend  in  common  with  others  holding  like  titles, 
until  October  1799,  when  he  conveyed  and  released  them  to 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  April  4,  1799. 
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